
 
 

 WEEK 1 DEVOTIONAL 

A NEW AND GLORIOUS MORN 

RECEIVE 

Slowly. Prayerfully, read out loud Luke 1:5ʹ25; 57ʹ80. Before and after each 
reading, pause for a moment of silence. In that silence pray asking the spirit of 
Christ to guide you into knowing and living what you are receiving from the 
Scriptures. Consider, what does God want you to reflect on and learn from? 

REFLECT 

1. What, if anything, makes Christmas difficult for you? What do you do to 
cope with the difficulty?  

2. How good are you at waiting? Perhaps better stated, how quickly do you 
become impatient? Does it depend on the circumstance? Why?  

3. How were Zechariah and Elizabeth upright in the sight of the Lord?  

4. What can we learn from Zechariah and Elizabeth that would help us handle 
long-term disappointments? 

5. On a scale of 1ʹ10 with 10 being the highest, how would you rate your level 
of expectation when it comes to God being able to do something amazing 
through and in your life?  

6. What long term frustration have you noticed in your life that you need to 
entrust with God.  



 

7. Verses 67ʹ81 are known as ZechariaŚ͛Ɛ�ƐŽŶŐ͘�tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŚĞŵĞƐ�ŝŶ�
his song?  

8. What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  

9. tŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĞĐŚĂƌŝĂŚ͛Ɛ�ƐŽŶŐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ identify with in your 
life right now and communicate to others? Why?   

RESPOND 

Spend some time reflectiŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ�ƐƚŽƌǇ͘�WůĂĐĞ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĚĂůƐ�ŽĨ�
Zechariah and Elizabeth. What long term frustration are you facing that has 
been discouraging to you and write a note of expectation to God of how you 
hope that would be lifted to give you a new song. Share that note with a 
trusted Christian friend who can wait in expectancy with you. If you need 
someone to share it with Pastor Eric Haskins would love to wait and pray along 
with you: ehaskins@ChristChurch.us.  

SCRIPTURE 

Luke 1:5ʹ25; 57ʹ80 New International Version 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 
descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 
ŽďƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĐƌĞĞƐ�ďůĂŵĞůĞƐƐůǇ͘ 7 But they were 
childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very 
old. 8 KŶĐĞ�ǁŚĞŶ��ĞĐŚĂƌŝĂŚ͛Ɛ�ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ŽŶ�ĚƵƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�priest 
before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, 
to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for 
the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 
outside. 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side 
of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was 
gripped with fear. 13 �Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŐĞů�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͗�͞�Ž�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂĨƌĂŝĚ͕ Zechariah; 
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never 
to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
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Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel 
to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteousͶto make ready a people prepared 
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͘͟ 18 �ĞĐŚĂƌŝĂŚ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŐĞů͕�͞,Žǁ�ĐĂŶ�/�ďĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ͍ I am an 
ŽůĚ�ŵĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵǇ�ǁŝĨĞ�ŝƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂůŽŶŐ�ŝŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘͟ 19 dŚĞ�ĂŶŐĞů�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕�͞/�Ăŵ�
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you 
and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to 
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which 
ǁŝůů�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚƌƵĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ƚŝŵĞ͘͟ 21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting 
for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he 
came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 
temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 
23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his 
wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in 
seclusion. 25 ͞dŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ŚĂƐ�ĚŽŶĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ͕͟�ƐŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͘�͞/Ŷ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�
shown his favor and taken away my disgrace ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘͟ 

The Birth of John the Baptist 
 

57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a 
son.58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great 
mercy, and they shared her joy. 59 On the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, 60 ďƵƚ�ŚŝƐ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƉŽŬĞ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞EŽ͊�,Ğ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�:ŽŚŶ͘͟ 
61 dŚĞǇ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ͕�͞dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞůĂƚŝǀĞƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĂŵĞ͘͟ 
62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name 
the child. 63 ,Ğ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ƚĂďůĞƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ĂƐƚŽŶŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ŚĞ�
ǁƌŽƚĞ͕�͞,ŝƐ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŝƐ�:ŽŚŶ͘͟ 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 All the neighbors were 
filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking 
about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, 
͞tŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͍͟�&Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͛Ɛ�ŚĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Śŝŵ͘ 

 

 

 



 

�ĞĐŚĂƌŝĂŚ͛Ɛ�^ŽŶŐ 
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

68 ͞WƌĂŝƐĞ�ďĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�'ŽĚ�ŽĨ�/ƐƌĂĞů͕ 
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David 
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
71 salvation from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate usͶ 
72 to show mercy to our ancestors 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73     the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
    and to enable us to serve him without fear 
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
    through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
79 to shine on those living in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
ƚŽ�ŐƵŝĚĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĞĞƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƉĞĂĐĞ͘͟ 
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit;  
and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 


